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VASSAR Semi-Annual Meeting Kicks-Off With Many 
GW Chapter Members in Attendance 
 

Upcoming  
Chapter Meetings 
 
October 11: Chapter meeting at 
11:30 a.m. at the Belle Haven 
Country Club, Alexandria, Virginia.  
 
November 8: Chapter meeting at 
11:30 a.m. at the Belle Haven 
Country Club, Alexandria, Virginia.  
 
December 13: Chapter meeting at 
11:30 a.m. at the Belle Haven 
Country Club, Alexandria, Virginia 

Events Information 
 
October 18: Williamsburg 
Ceremonies (address of General 
Washington followed by a 
ceremony at the St. George Tucker 
house.  This is part of the 
Gunpowder Plot commemoration) 
 
October 19: Yorktown Day, historic 
Yorktown and Yorktown 
Battlefield. (See pages 15-16)  
 
October 25: Grave Marking 
Ceremony for Revolutionary War 
Patriot Major William Lindsay 
10:00 a.m. (Lindsay Family 
Cemetery at Laurel Hill, Lorton, 
Virginia) 
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President’s Corner 
 

The VASSAR Semi-Annual 
Meeting, held on Sept 19th 
thru 20th at the Hyatt 
Fairfax, was well attended, 
including 15 GW Chapter 
members. We also 
conducted our September 
chapter meeting at the 
Hyatt Fairfax at the 
conclusion of the VASSAR 

Semi-Annual meeting. Immediate Past President 
General Joe Dooley and several VASSAR officers, 
including Reverdy Wright (1st VP), Wayne Rouse 
(Secretary) and our own Mike Elston (3rd VP) 
and Bob Carr (Assist Secretary) were in 
attendance.  
 
At our chapter meeting, Mike Elston presented 
the highlights of the 124th SAR National Congress 
in Greenville, SC. Chapter officers (Treasurer 
Greg Bodge and Secretary Ernie Coggins) and 
committee chairman (Awards Chair Paul 
Wagoner; Graves Registration Chair Jamie 
Calender; Public Relations Chair Ernie Coggins; 
and Veterans Services Chair Greg Bodge) gave 
updates on their program areas.  
 
I’m pleased to inform you that our September 
meeting was one of the shortest chapter 
meetings we have had in a long time, lasting one 
hour; but it was very informative. Several new 
members attended and we introduced our newly 
appointed Newsletter Editor Richard Gilliland 
and Dave Thomas as our new Chapter Registrar 
effective January 2015. Paul Walden will 
continue to stay involved in registrations as 
Assistant Chapter Registrar. A BIG thank you 
Paul for the hard work you have done for us as 
Chapter Registrar during 2014 and a BIG thank 
you to our outgoing Newsletter Editor Matthew 
Jones as well for his dedication over this past 
year to producing a top quality newsletter. 
 
For the 11 October chapter meeting, we will be 
meeting at our normal location – Belle Haven 
Country Club. Our guest speaker will be Christian 
M. McBurney, an author, who will be presenting 
his book Kidnapping the Enemy: The Special 

Operations to Capture Generals Charles Lee and 
Richard Prescott.  As a special highlight of our 
October meeting, we will present Fire Safety 
Commendation Medals to three members of the 
Prince William County Fire & Rescue 
Department. We will also receive the 
report  of  the  2015 Officer 
Nominating  Committee (Mike Elston, Chairman, 
Bob Carr and Don Reynolds),  which is preparing 
nominations for a 
slate  of  officers  and  managers  for 2015, and 
we will be inducting 12 new members! 
 
We have two other important events in October.  
Sunday October 19, 2014 is Yorktown Day, 
which is an outstanding event, complete with a 
VASSAR wreath laying ceremony (10:15am) at 
the grave of Gov. Thomas Nelson, Jr. (Grace 
Episcopal Church, Yorktown, VA), the Yorktown 
Day Parade on Main Street (1:30pm), patriotic 
exercises and memorial wreath laying ceremony 
at the Monument to Alliance and Victory 
(2:15pm) in Yorktown, and the famous 
Brunswick Stew Lunch (11:30am) at Grace 
Church. If you come to both the wreath laying at 
Gov Thomas Nelson Jr.’s tomb and the Yorktown 
parade, our chapter will earn points for 
both events! On the following Saturday October 
25th, our chapter is conducting a grave marking 
ceremony (10am) honoring Patriot Major 
William Lindsay at the Lindsay Family Cemetery 
at Laurel Hill (8400 Lorton Road, Lorton, VA). It’s 
important that we get a large chapter turnout for 
both of these events, so please mark them on 
your calendar and plan to bring your family and 
friends. 
 
As a special November preview, we are 
preparing recognition for our veteran chapter 
members to occur at our November chapter 
meeting. Our chapter veterans are being asked to 
send to Chapter VP Dwight Whitney at 
dwightwhitney@comcast.net a military photo 
and brief description of service, including name, 
rank, dates of service, and branch of service. It 
will be a special time, and I look forward to 
honoring our veterans!    
 
Every member of the chapter has an easy 
opportunity to help our chapter increase the PG 
Streamer points total. All you have to do is pay 

mailto:dwightwhitney@comcast.net
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your dues. You should have already received 
your dues statement and I urge you to pay them 
promptly.  By doing so, you help the chapter save 
money since we will avoid the costs of mailing 
out second and third notices and you’ll also earn 
the chapter 10 points. Unfortunately, we earn 
zero points if your dues are not paid on time, and 
we lose 5 points that we would have otherwise 
earned for net membership growth.  
 
Also, our chapter needs your donations to 
continue providing its services and programs. 
Please consider giving the GW chapter a 
donation when you complete your dues 
statement form. There are a number of donation 
categories to select from on the dues form. Those 
of you willing to give to the Wreaths Across 
America (WAA) program, please include your 
donation in your check and write-in “WAA” in 
the Contributions to Chapter Activities 
“Other” blank space and fill in the donation 
amount.  
 
Your participation and donations are always 
greatly appreciated! Hope to see everyone at our 
October chapter meeting!  

Scott Wagoner 
  President  

 

250th Pittsburgh Block House 
Celebration 

 

David Thomas (above) of the George Washington 
Chapter was invited by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Pittsburgh Chapter on 
August 9 to attend the 250th celebration of the 
Fort Pitt Block House in Pittsburgh, PA; joining 
the Pennsylvania Sons of the American 
Revolution, Pittsburgh Chapter, at the 
celebration. 

The Fort Pitt Block House, constructed in 1764, 
is the oldest Pre-Revolution building in Western 
Pennsylvania. It is also the oldest authenticated 
structure west of the Allegheny Mountains and 
the last surviving structure associated with Fort 
Pitt, circa 1758, which is located at the 
confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela 
Rivers forming the great Ohio River. Fort Pitt 
was built by the British as part of a strategic plan 
to claim territorial possession of the region, to 
defend colonists against Native American Indian 
attack and to control navigation and trading on 
the three rivers. During the American Revolution 
Fort Pitt served as the headquarters for the 
Western Theater. 

Today, the Fort Pitt Block House is an historical 
site under the watchful custodianship of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Pittsburgh Chapter and the Fort Pitt Society. To 
honor and recognize the significance of the Fort 
Pitt Block House, a 250th celebration was 

 
The George Washington Chapter was chartered in its 
present form on April 2, 1954. With over 275 
members, it is Virginia’s largest SAR chapter. 
Meetings are held at 11:30 a.m. on the second 
Saturday of each month (June, July & August 
excepted) at the Belle Haven Country Club, 6023 Fort 
Hunt Road, Alexandria, Virginia. 
 
Present officers are: 
President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Registrar: 

Scott Wagoner 571-239-3221 
Dwight Whitney 540-349-2375  
Ernie Coggins 703-241-2807 
Gregory Bodge 770-789-3252 
Paul Walden 703-347-9770 
 

Immediate Past President:  
Mike Elston, 703-680-0866 
 
This monthly newsletter is edited by Richard 
Gilliland. Inputs from chapter officers, committee 
chairmen, and fellow compatriots are always 
needed. Please send your inputs and comments to 
rg62@live.com or call 202-870-3762. 

mailto:rg62@live.com
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organized by the DAR-Pittsburgh Chapter and 
the Fort Pitt Society. The all-day celebration 
included diverse living-history demonstrations 
and a formal patriotic ceremony that included a 
variety of state and local leaders, musical artists, 
and guest speakers.  

The event further gave opportunity for SAR 
members to interact with each other and with 
their DAR-Pittsburgh Chapter hosts, including 
Elisabeth Wheatley, President, Donna Knechtel-
Paszek, Treasurer, and Marion Thomas, Director 
of History. 

PSAR Compatriots Bill McKim, Esq., Secretary, 
Rennick Steele, Treasurer, and Keith Russell, 
member, represented the Pittsburgh Chapter. 
David Thomas represented the George 
Washington Chapter. 

 
 
David Thomas (right) of the George Washington 
Chapter with (left to right) Bill McKim, Rennick 
Steele, and Keith Russell of the SAR Pittsburgh 
Chapter 

 
George Washington Chapter 
Honored by National Society as 
Nation's Best Large Chapter 
 
Greenville, SC -- At the 124th National Congress 
of the Sons of the American Revolution this past 
July, the National Society presented two of its 
three most prestigious awards for chapters to 
the George Washington Chapter, effectively 
giving the Chapter bragging rights as the best 
large chapter in the nation.  This is the first time 

the chapter has won either of these awards in its 
60-year history.  Immediate Past Chapter 
President Michael J. Elston gave the credit to the 
members who heeded the call to attend meetings 
and events in record numbers last year, earning 
the chapter points for its Americanism Report 
(which is the report on which most national-
level awards are based).   
 
The two awards earned by the chapter for 2013 
are the Liberty Bell Americanism Award and the 
President General's Activities Award (formerly 
known as the PG's Streamer Award).  The George 
Washington Chapter competed for and won 
these honors in the category for chapters with 
200 or more members.  The PG's Activities 
Award is presented to the chapter with the most 
complete practice of implementing SAR 
programs and resolutions, with an emphasis on 
the chapter's administrative functions and its 
support of collateral organizations, such as the 
D.A.R. and the C.A.R.  The Liberty Bell 
Americanism Award "measures how the chapter 
... meets the stated SAR goals in programming for 
the general public," according to the SAR 
website, and is presented to the chapter that best 
implemented SAR resolutions and principles 
during the year.    
 
President General Joseph W. Dooley said, "I am 
thrilled that the GW Chapter won these major 
awards while I was national president, and I am 
proud to be a dual member of one of the very 
best chapters in the nation."  Streamers for the 
two honors received, along with a streamer for 
completing the PG initiative for support of the 
USO will be presented at the October meeting of 
the Chapter. 
 
Past President Elston said that he was pleased 
that the strategy adopted by the Board of 
Managers in 2013 resulted in this kind of 
recognition for the chapter.  "The Americanism 
Report is a great roadmap for what a chapter 
should be doing in terms of its programming, 
service activities, public relations, involvement 
at the state and national levels -- everything," he 
said. "We did not fire on all cylinders last year, 
but we fired on enough to win.  There is always 
room for improvement, and I have no doubt that 
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the GW Chapter will do even better in the 
future." 
 
Chapter members also received individual 
honors at the 124th National Congress.  Liberty 
Medals (or oak leaf clusters) for recruiting 10 
new members were presented to Robert F. Carr, 
Joseph W. Dooley, Michael J. Elston, and James M. 
Mobley.  The Winston C. Williams SAR Magazine 
Award was presented to Michael J. Elston as the 

most cooperative member in supplying usable 
material for the SAR magazine.  Thomas 
Jefferson Medals for support of the Knight Essay 
Contest Endowment Fund were presented to 
Past President Robert F. Carr, Julia Carr and 
Emily Elston.  Finally, President General Dooley 
presented National Meritorious Service Medals 
to Ernest B. Coggins, Jr., and Michael J. Elston. 
 

 

VASSAR Semi-Annual Meeting Highlights 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Top: The GW Chapter receives two of the SAR’s top 
national awards – the President General’s Activities 
Award and the Liberty Bell Americanism Award 

Bottom: SAR National Society Knight Essay Chairman 
Mike Elston and VASSAR Knight Essay Chairman Scott 
Wagoner present the Knight Essay Thomas Jefferson 
Medal to VASSAR members, including our very own Bob 
Carr, VASSAR Assistant Secretary & Past President of the 
GW Chapter 
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Right: VASSAR 3rd VP & Immediate Past President 
of the GW Chapter Mike Elston and Secretary Ernie 
Coggins recognized for receiving the National 
Meritorious Service Medal Award 
 

Left: President Scott Wagoner receives his 
“Colonel” commission in the VASSAR First Virginia 
Regiment from Immediate Past President General 
Joe Dooley 

Members of the GW Chapter enjoy each other’s 
company at the VASSAR Semi-Annual Meeting 
Luncheon 
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Registrar’s Report 
 
Since the last Registrar’s Report six new member 
applications and two supplemental applications 
were approved by NSSAR.  There are two new 
member applications awaiting review and two 
supplemental applications awaiting review by 
VASSAR and NSSAR. 
 
There are thirteen new members to be inducted at 
the 11 October meeting.  Below is a summary of 
the applications that were approved and submitted 
since the last Registrar’s Report.   
 

New Member Applications Approved 
 
APPLICANT PATRIOT 

Daniel Andrew Nugent Willoughby Nugent 

Kenneth Edward Nugent Willoughby Nugent 

Michael Dennis Nugent Willoughby Nugent 

Brian Martin Senior Francis McCorkle 

Stephen Valentine Senior Francis McCorkle 

Clinton Dale Trial John Turner 

New Member Applications Submitted 
 

APPLICANT PATRIOT 

Timothy Stephen Markle Gad Corse 

John  Samuel Markle Gad Corse 

 

Supplemental Applications Approved 
 

APPLICANT PATRIOT 

Benjamin Barton Rudisill Daniel Shelton 

Benjamin Barton Rudisill Crispin Shelton 

 

Supplemental Applications Submitted 
 

APPLICANT PATRIOT 

Isaac Gregory Bodge Reuben Pound 

 

Genealogy Advice from the Chapter Registrar 
 
In the nine months as registrar, I have seen many applicants relying on published local or family histories.  
Although at one time these were widely accepted, in recent years NSSAR has restricted the use of these:   NSSAR 
Policy 2011-04 generally only accepts these types of publications when they are sourced (e.g.  probate records and 
census records).   If the publication does not reference any such primary source for each generation linkage, then 
generally NSSAR will not accept it.   This has caused some frustration for some applicants as earlier DAR and SAR 
applications had accepted these.  However, I only have had one instance where an application has been pended  
due to the reliance on this type of record.  I have been able to find other documentation to support these 
applications relying on published histories.    
 
There are occasional exceptions when the unsourced history was published before 1900. The theory is that the son 
or grandson of the patriot was still living at time of publication, and thus could reasonably be expected to know his 
parents and grandparents.  However, the context of the book has to be provided to validate its accuracy.  Typically, 
the preface will explain the breadth of the author’s research (for example, one recent such older book was written 
by a county probate clerk and thus was considered more reliable).  Thus, using even these books published prior to 
1900 will not guarantee acceptance by NSSAR genealogy staff. 
 
Related to this topic, Google Books (www.books.google.com) has an outstanding digital library of these older 
histories.   Many of these older books are free “ebooks” that can be downloaded to a pdf format or to your 
electronic device.  Another good source of these digital books is  Internet Archives 
(https://archive.org/details/texts).  These are worth checking out when attempting to validate unproved 
genealogies or to find additional genealogical clues. 

Paul Walden 
Registrar 
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Above: Ernie Coggins at the ribbon cutting at the new SAR headquarters on Friday September 26, 2014 
in Louisville with Treasurer General J. Michael Tomme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 

I am honored to take on the role as newsletter editor and look forward to interacting with all of my 
fellow compatriots in order to make this newsletter useful and interesting.  Please submit stories, 
photos and suggestions to me at rg62@live.com. I will do my best to include them in future issues.   

mailto:rg62@live.com
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October Dates in History 
American Revolutionary 

War 
 
October 7, 1763: The Proclamation of 1763 
issued by King George III after the end of the 
French and Indian War / Seven Years' War to 
organize the new North American empire and 
stabilize relations with Native Americans. No 
British settlements allowed west of the 
Appalachian Mountains. Settlers already in 
these areas required to return east. 
 
October 1765: The Stamp Act Congress prepares 
a resolution to be sent to King George III 
requesting the repeal of the Stamp Act. 
 
October 1767: Boston reinstates boycott of 
English luxury goods. 
 
October 1769: Boycott of English goods spreads 
to Rhode Island, New Jersey and North Carolina 
 
October 1773: Colonists in Philadelphia force 
British tea agents to resign their positions. 
 
October 28, 1776 Battle of White Plains force 
General Washington to retreat to the west 
pursued by Cornwallis 
 
October 7, 1777: American victory at Battle of 
Saratoga 
 
October 17, 1777: Americans capture Burgoyne 
and his army at Saratoga. 
 
October 17, 1781: American victory at 
Yorktown terms discussed for the British 
surrender. 
 
October 19, 1781: The British army surrenders 
at Yorktown - a devastating effect on the British. 
 

 
Source – www.datesandevents.org 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
After the Declaration of Independence was read aloud 
to Washington's troops and many colonial onlookers, a 
mob rushed into Bowling Green Park in Lower 
Manhattan and tore down the 4,000 pound gilded lead 
equestrian statue of King George III that stood in the 
park's plaza. General Oliver Wolcott, a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, had the scrap metal 
brought back to his home in Litchfield, Connecticut, 
where it was melted down into some 40,000 bullets, all 
of which were used in the Revolutionary War. 
 
Source –Connecticut Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, "King George's Head," from the 
Sons of the American Revolution (Winter 1998), 
http://connecticutsar.org/king-georges-head/ 
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Highlights of the September Chapter Meeting 

 

 
  Left: President Scott Wagoner calls the September Chapter Meeting to order 

Right Top: Registrar Paul Walden presents the chapter registrar report with Graves Registration 
Committee Chairman Jamie Callender in the background 

Right Bottom: VASSAR 3rd Vice President & Immediate Past President of the GW Chapter Mike Elston 
presents highlights of the SAR 124th National Congress to the chapter 
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Future Events 2014 

October 3-5: Point Pleasant Days, Point Pleasant, West Virginia. ‡ 

October 6-7: Battle of Kings Mountain, Kings Mountain, South Carolina. ‡ 

October 11: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 a.m. at the Belle Haven Country Club, Alexandria, Virginia. Our guest 
speaker is author Christian M. McBurney who will give a presentation on his latest book Kidnapping the 
Enemy. * 
October 18-19: Yorktown Victory Celebration, Yorktown, Virginia. † 
October 25: Grave Marking Ceremony for Revolutionary War Patriot Major William Lindsay 10:00 a.m.  at 
the Lindsay Family Cemetery at Laurel Hill, Lorton, Virginia *  
November 8: Chapter Meeting at 11:30 a.m. at the Belle Haven Country Club, Alexandria, Virginia.  Our 
guest speaker is author Marc Leepson who will give a presentation from his latest book on Francis Scott 
Key and the War of 1812.* 
November 8: PG Wreath Laying at the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery † 
November 11: Veterans Day Wreath Laying with Kate Waller Barrett Chapter, NDSAR, at General 
Washington's Tomb, Mount Vernon, Virginia.* 
December 5-6: Battle of Great Bridge Celebration, Chesapeake, Virginia. † 
December 13: Chapter Meeting at 11:30 a.m. at the Belle Haven Country Club, Alexandria, Virginia. * 
 
Legend:   
* Chapter event;  
** Chapter-sponsored state or national event; 
† VASSAR/NASSAR event in which GW members are encouraged to participate;  
‡ Other SAR event of significance that GW members should consider attending. 
 
 

 “The Constitution is the guide which I never will 

abandon.” – George Washington 
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Saturday, October 11, 2014 

 
Chapter Meeting at 11:30 a.m.  

Belle Haven Country Club, Alexandria, VA 
 

Lunch Meeting Reservation Form 
 
Please make your reservation by telephone or e-mail. This is the preferred way to ensure your 
reservation is received in time to get a seat. Please send reservations by Wednesday, October 8. 
 
This month only, send reservations and payment to Gregory Bodge.  For e-mail reservations, send to 
gbodge@hotmail.com with RESERVATION in the subject line.  
For call-in reservations, call Greg at 540-318-6717. 
 
The lunch cost is $35.00 per person ($12.00 per child) and you may pay at the door or send a check in the 
mail in advance of the meeting. Make checks payable to “G.W. Chapter SAR.”  Walk-ins will be 
accommodated if possible, but to cover the Club’s charge for serving those without a timely reservation a 
walk-in price of $40.00 is required.  
 
When calling or writing, please include the following:  
 

Compatriot Name: ____________________________  
Guest Name (s): ______________________________  

 
When mailing checks, be sure I’m notified in time to hold seating for you and your guests!  Please include 
the following information:  
 

Compatriot Name: ____________________________  
Guest Name (s): ______________________________  

 
A check for _____ persons in the amount of $________ payable to G.W. Chapter SAR is enclosed.  

 
Mail this reservation form and your check to:  

Gregory Bodge  
Treasurer, G.W. Chapter SAR  
14 Northampton Blvd   
Stafford, VA 22554  

 
Check-in and social begin at 11:30 a.m. The meeting will be called to order at 12:00 noon.  Valet parking 
is available.  
  

mailto:gbodge@hotmail.com
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Grave Marking Ceremony Planned For 25 October 2014 
 
The Chapter will be honoring Major William Lindsay on 25 October, rain or shine: 
 

William Lindsay was commissioned in June 1776 as a Cornet with one of the Virginia light-horse 
troops which subsequently became the 1st Continental Light Dragoon Regiment.  He was promoted 
to Lieutenant on 31 March 1777 and was slightly wounded in an engagement near Valley Forge on 
20 January 1778.  He was promoted to Captain on 7 April 1778 and assigned to Lee’s Corps of 
Partisan Light Dragoons.  For unknown reasons, he resigned his commission in October 1778 and 
returned to his Laurel Hill homestead.  In March 1781 he was appointed a Major in the 1st Virginia 
State Legion.   Records show he was severely wounded at the battle of Guilford Court-House in 
May 1781 while serving under General Green, and returned to Laurel Hill to recuperate. 
 

The ceremony will be held at Laurel Hill Cemetery, Laurel Hill Park, Lorton, at 10:00am. 
Directions:  Laurel Hill Park is west of I-95 on Lorton Road – drive up the hill, turn right and follow the 
prison fence line.  You will find ample parking at the site.    
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William Scott Chambers and Robert A. Crawley, Jr. 
 

We are sad to announce the passing of two compatriots during the year, William Scott Chambers and 
Robert A. Crawley, Jr.  

Compatriot Chambers passed away on February 8, 2014 in Plantation, Florida. William was a World War 
II veteran who retired in 1992 as Director of the Maritime Administration South Atlantic Region in 
Norfolk. In addition to his membership in the George Washington Chapter, he was also a member of the 
MIT Alumni Association and the Pennsylvania Nautical School Alumni Association. His memorial service 
was held in Princeton, New Jersey and was interred in Princeton Cemetery. 

Compatriot Crawley died February 11, 2014 at the Gettysburg Hospital. Robert was a Veteran of the 
United States Air Force attaining rank of Technical Sergeant and was co-owner/operator of the Crawley & 
Thomas Insurance Agency in Lanham, Maryland until his retirement. He was a history buff who was a 
member of the George Washington Chapter, the Flagon and Trencher Society, and a descendent of 
William and Isabella Gettys, a branch of the family who founded Gettysburg. 

In addition to his wife, Robert is survived by his daughter, Linda C. Bricker and her husband Michael of 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, three grandchildren, Lara B. Schlitter and her husband John, William P. Bricker, 
Sarah R. Bricker, and a great-granddaughter, Kate Schlitter. 

A memorial service was held on March 1, 2014 at Prince of Peace Episcopal Church in Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. Online condolences may be made at monahanfuneralhome.com. 

  



 15 

 

 
  



 16 

 


